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This SnapShot analyses data from the 2006 Census to describe the characteristics of the residents of

Central Coast, and how these compare with Tasmania. Differences from the 2001 Census are examined

to identify social changes that have occurred over this period. 

The SnapShot uses a set of 2006 Census data called QuickStats, available from the ABS web site.

QuickStats is the first 2006 Census data released. To make comparisons with 2001, the SnapShot loads

tables from the 2001 Census called the Usual Residents Profile and Basic Community Profile. Not all

2006 data can be matched with 2001 data, due to changes in the Census.
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XVLQJ�RULJLQDO�GDWD�VRXUFHV�
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 2007 Central Coast Council SnapShot page 1 PublicPractice.com.au



���3RSXODWLRQ 7DV���LQ�����
&HQ�&�

�GLIIHUHQFH
FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

PDOHV ������ ����� ����� �����ORZHU ����� ����� XS�����
IHPDOHV ������ ����� ����� �����KLJKHU ������ ����� GQ�����
residents 20,663 100% 100% 20,462 (up 201) up 1%

*HQGHU�UDWLR 1.05 F:M 1.04 F:M 1.06 F:M

Indigenous Australians 1,072 5.2% 3.5% 1.7% higher 1,101 5.4% dn 0.2%

2YHUVHDV�YLVLWRUV �� ���� ���� �����ORZHU �� ���� XS�����

���$JH�JURXSV 7DV�����
&HQ�&�

�GLIIHUHQFH
FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

�±��\HDUV ����� ���� ���� �����ORZHU ����� ���� GQ�����
�±���\HDUV ����� ����� ����� �����ORZHU ����� ����� GQ�����
��±���\HDUV ����� ����� ����� �����ORZHU ����� ����� GQ�����
��±���\HDUV ����� ����� ����� �����ORZHU ����� ����� GQ�����
��±���\HDUV ����� ����� ����� �����KLJKHU ����� ����� XS�����
����\HDUV ����� ����� ����� �����KLJKHU ����� ����� XS�����
all people 20,663 100% 100% 20,462 100% up 1%

Another 19% of residents were children, with 1,205 under-fives and 

2,819 aged 5 to 14. The number of children had decreased by 369 

since 2001. The under-5s constituted 6% and the 5–14s were 14% of 

Central Coast's population, when 6% and 14% in Tasmania.

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

Central Coast also had 2,789 residents aged 55 to 64, the older baby-boomers. They constituted 13% of 

the population (12% for Tas), a proportion that grew by 3 points from 2001.

The remaining residents of Central Coast were aged 65 or more. There were 3,561 in 2006, making up 

17% of the population (15% in Tas). Their share of the population was up by 2 points since 2001.

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

There were 2,292 young adults aged 15–24, which was 11% of the 

population, compared with 13% for Tasmania. This age-group fell by 

1 point since 2001, proportionally.

Over 2001 to 2006, the fastest-growing age group in Central Coast, 

proportionally, was people aged 55–64 years, while the 25–54 years 

age group declined most in relative size.

In the August 2006 Census, 20,663 residents were counted in Central Coast, 10,593 women and 10,070 

men. This was an increase of 201 or 1% since 2001. There were also 40 overseas visitors staying in 

Central Coast on Census night, but they are not counted in the population.

Population and growth

The Census count was 3% less than the ABS's current estimated resident population (ERP) for Central 

Coast at 30 June 2006 of 21,239 (based on the 2001 Census and changes since). The Census count on 

average is about 4% less than the true population, due to some people not completing the Census. It 

appears that Central Coast's 2006 population is close to that expected. In 2001, the Census count was 

20,462, which was 3% less than the ERP of 21,029.

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

The residents included 1,072 Indigenous Australians (5.2% of the population). Their number had 

decreased by 29 since 2001.

Central Coast's gender ratio was 1.05 females per male, compared with Tasmania's ratio of 1.04 females 

per male. The gender ratio in 2001 was 1.06 females per male.

In 2006, Central Coast had 7,996 residents of prime working age, 25-

54 years, making up 39% of the population, a fall of 2 points since 

2001. The proportion was similar to Tasmania's (40%).

Age structure Proportions in age groups 

2001–2006

�� ��� ��� ���

�±��\HDUV

�±���\HDUV

��±���\HDUV

��±���\HDUV

��±���\HDUV

����\HDUV

��RI�UHVLGHQWV

7DV�����
&HQ�&������
&HQ�&������
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���+RXVHKROGV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

families ����� ��� ��� �����KLJKHU ����� ��� GQ�����
lone persons ����� ��� ��� �����ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
shared housing ��� �� �� �����ORZHU ��� �� GQ�����
occupied dwellings 7,991 100% 100% 7,692 100%

average household size ��� ��� VDPH ��� �GQ����� GQ�����

���)DPLOLHV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

FRXSOHV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ ����� ��� ��� �����ORZHU ����� ��� GQ�����
FKLOG�IUHH�FRXSOHV ����� ��� ��� �����KLJKHU ����� ��� XS�����
RQH�SDUHQW�IDPLOLHV ��� ��� ��� �����ORZHU ��� ��� XS�����
RWKHU�W\SHV �� �� �� �����ORZHU �� �� GQ�����
all families 5,933 100% 100% 5,705 100%

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

In 2006, Central Coast's 20,663 residents occupied 7,991 

private dwellings* at an average household size of 2.4 

persons per household, which was the same as Tasmania 

and 4% smaller than 2001.

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������


�VRPH�SHRSOH�OLYHG�LQ�
QRQ�SULYDWH
�GZHOOLQJV�VXFK�DV�QXUVLQJ�KRPHV��ERDUGLQJ�KRXVHV�DQG�EDUUDFNV��EXW�WKHLU�QXPEHU�LV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKHVH�VWDWLVWLFV�

There were 5,933 families in Central Coast in 2001 living 

in 5,880 family households, suggesting that about 53 

dwellings held two families.

7KH�RXWHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�&HQWUDO�&RDVW��WKH�LQQHU�ULQJ�LV�7DV�

Families

Most (74%) of Central Coast's occupied dwellings held 

families, 5,880 in all. This was 0.2% fewer than in 2001. 

The proportion of families was 3.7% higher than 

Tasmania.

Another 1,987 dwellings held lone-person households, 

25% of households (27% for Tasmania). This proportion 

had only  changed slightly since 2001, the fastest of all 

household types.

Of the families, 2,436 or 41% were nuclear families of a 

couple with children, while 2,620 (44%) were couples 

without children. Another 824 (14%) were one-parent 

families.

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

Social Structure

7KH�RXWHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�&HQWUDO�&RDVW��WKH�LQQHU�ULQJ�LV�7DV�

The household type that grew fastest over the previous 

five years was child-free couples (with 3.2% more of the 

families), and the biggest difference from Tasmania was in 

the proportion of child-free couples, which was 3.6% 

higher in Central Coast.

The remaining 124 occupied dwellings held group 

households. They were 2% of households (3% for 

Tasmania), and their number was little changed since 

2001.

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

Households

ORQH�
SHUVRQV

VKDUHG�
KRXVLQJ

IDPLOLHV

Families

RWKHU�
W\SHV

FRXSOHV�
ZLWK�

FKLOGUHQ

RQH�SDUHQW�
IDPLOLHV

FKLOG�IUHH�
FRXSOHV
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���0DULWDO�6WDWXV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

PDUULHG ����� ��� ��� �����KLJKHU ����� ��� GQ�����
QHYHU�PDUULHG ����� ��� ��� �����ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
VHSDUDWHG��GLYRUFHG ����� ��� ��� �����ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
ZLGRZHG ����� �� �� �����KLJKHU ����� �� GQ�����
people aged 15+ 16,638 100% 100% 16,069 100%

��0HGLDQ�:HHNO\�
,QFRPHV &HQ�&������� 7DV������

UHDO�FKDQJH�
����±����

LQGLYLGXDOV ���� ���� ����OHVV ���ORZHU ��������� �a����� XS����
IDPLOLHV ���� ������ ����OHVV ���ORZHU ��������� �a����� XS����
KRXVHKROGV ���� ���� ����OHVV ���ORZHU ��������� �a����� XS����
CPI @ 30 June 154.3 133.8 15% higher
7KH�PHGLDQ�LV�WKH�KDOI�ZD\�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�LQFRPHV��ZKHUH�KDOI�WKH�SHRSOH�HDUQ�PRUH�DQG�KDOI�WKH�SHRSOH�HDUQ�OHVV��7KH������PHGLDQV�DUH�JLYHQ�DV�UDQJHV��HJ�������������
7KH�DGMXVWHG�LQFRPH�LV�FDOFXODWHG�E\�WDNLQJ�WKH�PLG�SRLQW�RI�WKH�UDQJH��DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�E\�WKH�&3,�LQFUHDVH�RI�����IURP������WR�������7KLV�LV�RQO\�DSSUR[LPDWH�

Overall, 56% of Central Coast residents who were aged 15 

or more were married, 11% were separated or divorced, 

8% were widowed, and 25% had never married. 

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

&HQ�&��GLIIHUHQFH
&HQ�&�������

UDQJH����������DGMXVWHG

The median family income was around $976 a week, $56 

lower than Tasmania, and equivalent to about 2.7 personal 

incomes (2.6 in Tasmania). The median family income 

was 30% higher than in 2001, in real terms.

Incomes

7KH�RXWHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�&HQWUDO�&RDVW��WKH�LQQHU�ULQJ�LV�7DV�

Compared with Tasmania, there was a significantly larger 

proportion of people who were married (6.6% more) and a 

smaller proportion who were never married (6.1% fewer).

Marriage

The median income of households in Central Coast in 

2006 was $732 a week, 15% higher than in 2001, and $69 

a week less than the Tasmania median. This median is the 

mid-point of all family, group and lone-person households.

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

The fastest growing marital status over 2001–2006 was 

separated /divorced, where the proportion grew by 0.9% 

over 2001 to 2006, while the proportion who were married 

fell by 1.2%.

The median (half-way) individual income reported in 

Central Coast in August 2006 was around $362 a week, 

which was $36 less than the Tasmania median. Central 

Coast's median individual income was about 26% higher 

than the median income in 2001, after adjusting for 

inflation.

Median Weekly Incomes

LQGLYLGXDOV

IDPLOLHV

KRXVHKROGV

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500

Tas

Cen.C.

Marital state

QHYHU�
PDUULHG
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����%LUWKSODFHV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

Australia ������ ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ������ ��� GQ�����
Overseas ����� �� ��� ���ORZHU ����� �� XS�����
not stated ����� �� �� ���ORZHU ����� �� XS�����
Main countries:

Australia ������ ����� ����� �����KLJKHU ������ ����� GQ�����
England ��� ���� ���� �����KLJKHU Q�D� Q�D� Q�D�
Netherlands ��� ���� ���� �����KLJKHU ��� ���� GQ�����
New Zealand ��� ���� ���� �����ORZHU ��� ���� XS�����
Scotland �� ���� ���� �����ORZHU Q�D� Q�D� Q�D�
Germany �� ���� ���� �����ORZHU �� ���� XS�����
elsewhere ����� ���� ����� �����ORZHU ����� ����� GQ�����
all people 20,663 100% 100% 20,462 100%

FLWL]HQV ������ ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ������ ��� GQ�����

����/DQJXDJHV
�VSRNHQ�DW�KRPH

7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

English only ������ ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ������ ��� XS�����
Dutch �� ���� ���� �����KLJKHU ��� �� GQ�����
German �� ���� ���� �����ORZHU �� �� XS�����
French �� ���� Q�D� Q�D� � �� XS�����
Filipino �� ���� Q�D� Q�D� �� �� GQ�����
Arabic � ���� Q�D� Q�D� � �� XS�����
other languages ��� �� �� �����ORZHU ����� �� GQ�����
all people 20,663 100% 100% 20,462 100%
7KH�OLVW�RI�PDLQ�ODQJXDJHV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�D�OLWWOH�VLQFH�WKH������&HQVXV�DQG�VRPH�FRPSDULVRQV�DUH�QRW�SRVVLEOH��DQG�VKRZQ�DV��Q�D����0DWFKLQJ�GDWD�IRU�WKH�FRPSDUHG�DUHD�LV�RQO\�
DYDLODEOH�LI�WKH\�KDYH�WRS�ODQJXDJHV�LQ�FRPPRQ��

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

Languages

About 86% of Central Coast's residents were 

born in Australia, similar to 83% in Tasmania. 

Since 2001, this proportion has decreased by 

1.0%. Around 92% of residents were citizens, 

similar to 91% for Tasmania.

The main overseas birthplaces were:

  • England – 841 or 4.1% of residents;

  • Netherlands – 221 or 1.1%;

  • New Zealand – 137 or 0.7%;

  • Scotland – 99 or 0.5%.

Of the main birthplaces with comparable data for 2001 and 2006, from Quickstats, the biggest 

proportional increase has been in the proportion born in New Zealand (with 0.1% more of the 

population), the biggest decrease has been in the proportion born in Australia (1.0% less).

6RPH�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�VLQFH�WKH������&HQVXV�DQG�FRPSDULVRQV�DUH�QRW�SRVVLEOH��VKRZQ�DV��Q�D������7KH�8.�KDV�EHHQ�FKDQJHG�WR�(QJODQG��6FRWODQG�DQG�:DOHV��VR�WKHVH�SODFHV�
KDYH�QR�PDWFKLQJ������GDWD��0DWFKLQJ�GDWD�IRU�WKH�FRPSDUHG�DUHD�LV�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�LI�WKH\�KDYH�WRS�ELUWKSODFHV�LQ�FRPPRQ�

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

In Central Coast, the main foreign languages spoken were 

Dutch (by 92 residents), German (by 36), French (19) and 

Filipino (12). However, 95% of residents spoke English at 

home.

Over 2001–2006, while the main languages spoken at 

home did not change much, the fastest growing language 

was English only with 1.3% more of the population; the 

main language whose use declined most was Dutch, 

spoken by 0.2% fewer.

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

Birthplaces

Languages spoken at home

(QJOLVK�
RQO\ RWKHU

Dutch

German

French

Filipino

Arabic

Main birthplaces

Australia

(QJODQG 1HWKHUODQGV
1HZ�=HDODQG 6FRWODQG
*HUPDQ\ HOVHZKHUH
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����'ZHOOLQJ�W\SHV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

VHSDUDWH�KRXVHV ����� ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ����� ��� GQ�����
DWWDFKHG�KRXVHV �� �� �� ���ORZHU ��� �� GQ�����
IODWV ��� �� �� ���KLJKHU ��� �� XS�����
RWKHUV ��� �� �� ���KLJKHU ��� �� XS�����
QRW�VWDWHG � �� �� ���ORZHU �� �� GQ�����
RFFXSLHG�GZHOOLQJV 8,171 100% 100% 7,887 284 more up 4%
YDFDQW�GZHOOLQJV ��� ���� ����� ���ORZHU ��� ���� GQ�����
WRWDO�GZHOOLQJV 8,870 8,565 305 more up 4%
SHUVRQV�SHU�GZHOOLQJ ��� ��� ����ODUJHU ��� GQ���
DY��SHUVRQV�SHU�EHGURRP 1.10 1.10 same n.a.

����+RXVLQJ�FRVWV &HQ�&������� 7DV������
UHDO�FKDQJH�
����±����

PHGLDQ�PRQWKO\�PRUWJDJH ���� ���� ����OHVV ���ORZHU ��������� �a����� XS����
PHGLDQ�ZHHNO\�PRUWJDJH ���� ���� ����OHVV ���ORZHU �a����� XS����
PHGLDQ�ZHHNO\�UHQW ���� ���� ����OHVV ����ORZHU ��������� �a����� GQ����
DY�KVJ�FRVW�DV���K�KROG�LQFRPH 23% 22% 1% higher 22% 0% higher

Housing types

Compared with Tasmania, Central Coast had 

proportionally more separate houses (88% of dwellings v. 

86% for Tas), and proportionally fewer attached houses 

(1% v. 4%).

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

As a rough indicator of housing affordability, the median 

housing cost in Central Coast was about 23% of median 

household incomes, similar to 22% for Tasmania, and 

compared with 22% for Central Coast in 2001.

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

In August 2006, there were 8,870 private dwellings in 

Central Coast of which 699 or 8% were vacant.

From 2001 to 2006, Central Coast had a net gain of 305 dwellings. The biggest relative increase was in 

flats with 3.5% more of the occupied dwellings (303 more dwellings). The dwelling type that lost most 

share was attached houses with 1.8% fewer of the dwellings, after a decrease of 141 dwellings. 

&HQ�&��GLIIHUHQFH
&HQ�&�������

UDQJH����������DGMXVWHG

Housing costs

7KH�RXWHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�&HQWUDO�&RDVW��WKH�LQQHU�ULQJ�LV�7DV�

Most occupied dwellings were separate houses (7,209 or 

88% of dwellings). Other occupied dwellings were 752 

flats (9%), 68 attached houses (1%), and 142 other types 

of dwellings.

1RWH�WKDW��3HUVRQV�SHU�GZHOOLQJ�� �SRSXODWLRQ�GLYLGHG�E\�RFFXSLHG�SULYDWH�GZHOOLQJV��7KLV�DVVXPHV�WKDW�QR�RQH�ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ�QRQ�SULYDWH�GZHOOLQJV��HJ�QXUVLQJ�KRPHV��ERDUGLQJ�VFKRROV��
EDUUDFNV�RU�SULVRQV���7KLV�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�EH�WUXH��VR�WKH�SHUVRQV�SHU�GZHOOLQJ�LV�QRW�DFFXUDWH�DV�WKH�RFFXSDQF\�UDWH��6PDOO�FKDQJHV�LQ�GZHOOLQJ�QXPEHUV�FDQ�EH�FDXVHG�E\�WKHLU�EHLQJ�
FODVVLILHG�GLIIHUHQWO\�DW�WKH�WZR�&HQVXVHV�

7KH�DYHUDJH�KRXVLQJ�FRVW�LV�WKH�DYHUDJH�RI�WKH�PRUWDJH�DQG�UHQW�SD\PHQWV��ZHLJKWHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHQWV�DQG�SXUFKDVHG�GZHOOLQJV��LQ�7DEOH������7KH�DYHUDJH�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH�LV�
IURP�7DEOH����7KH�DGMXVWHG������KRXVLQJ�FRVWV�DUH�WKH�PLG�SRLQW�RI�WKH�PHGLDQ�UDQJH��DVVXPLQJ��������IRU�WKH��������UDQJH���LQFUHDVHG�E\�WKH�&3,�LQFUHDVH�VKRZQ�LQ�7DEOH���

In mid-2006, the median monthly mortgage payment in 

Central Coast was $813 a month, while it was $867 a 

month for Tasmania. The median payment was 41% 

higher than the 2001 median of around $577 a month, 

adjusted for inflation.

The average weekly rent at the time was $120 per week, 

compared with $135 a week for Tasmania. The median 

rent was significantly lower than the (adjusted) 2001 

median rent, $144.

dwellings

VHSDUDWH�
KRXVHV

IODWV

DWWDFKHG�
KRXVHV

others
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����'ZHOOLQJ�WHQXUHV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

IXOO\�RZQHG ����� ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ����� ��� GQ�����
EHLQJ�ERXJKW ����� ��� ��� ���ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
UHQWHG�RU�UHQW�IUHH ����� ��� ��� ���ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
LQ�RWKHU�WHQXUH �� �� �� ���KLJKHU ��� �� GQ�����
QRW�VWDWHG ��� �� �� ���ORZHU ��� �� XS�����
Occupied dwellings 8,171 100% 100% 7,884 100%

����/DQGORUG�W\SH 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

HVWDWH�DJHQW ��� ��� ��� ���ORZHU ����� ��� GQ������
VWDWH�KRXVLQJ ��� ��� ��� ���KLJKHU ��� ��� GQ�����
RWKHU ��� ��� ��� ���ORZHU Q�D� Q�D� Q�D�
QRW�VWDWHG �� �� �� ���ORZHU �� �� XS�����
Occupied dwellings 1,705 100% 100% 1,604 100%

����0DLQ�%HOLHIV 7DV
��LQ�����

&HQ�&�
�GLIIHUHQFH

FKDQJH�LQ����
����±����

Anglican ����� ��� ��� ���ORZHU ����� ��� GQ�����
no religion ����� ��� ��� ���KLJKHU Q�D� Q�D� Q�D�
Catholic ����� ��� ��� ���ORZHU ����� ��� XS�����
Uniting Church ����� ��� �� ���KLJKHU ����� ��� GQ�����
Baptist ��� �� Q�D� Q�D� ��� �� GQ�����
other beliefs ����� ��� ��� ����� ��� GQ������
all people 20,663 100% 100% 20,462 100%

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

Religious beliefs

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

Housing tenure

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

&HQ�&������
QXPEHU��������������

Of the renting households in Central Coast, 463 or 27% 

rented from real estate agents, compared with 31% for 

Tasmania. Another 460 or 27% rented from state housing 

authorities. The overall proportion of occupied dwellings 

in public housing was 5.6%, similar to 5.5% for Tasmania.

&HQ�&������
QR�����������������

The most common beliefs in Central Coast in 2006 were Anglican 

(5,056 people or 24%), no religion (4,458 or 22%), Catholic (3,307 or 

16%) and Uniting Church (2,192 or 11%).

From 2001 to 2006, of these beliefs, the one that grew most in Central 

Coast was Catholic (up by 0.4% of the population);  the one that lost 

most adherents was Uniting Church (down by 2.3%). 

7KH�RXWHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�GZHOOLQJV�LQ�&HQWUDO�&RDVW�ZKLOH�WKH�LQQHU�ULQJ�VKRZV�7DV�

Most commonly in 2006, dwellings in Central Coast were 

fully owned, with 3,382 dwellings (41% of households) in 

this tenure, compared with 37% for Tasmania. The 

proportion fully owned was down by 5% since 2001.

Another 2,618 dwellings were being bought (32% of 

households, when 32% in Tasmania). This proportion was 

a 5% larger share than in 2001.

Of the remaining occupied dwellings, 1,704 were rented or 

rent-free (21%) and 72 were in other tenure. The 

proportion rented or rent-free was unchanged since 2001 

and the proportion in other tenure was 1% lower.

tenures

IXOO\�
RZQHG

UHQWHG�RU�
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