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Overview 
A n Indigenous P ortrait 2011 is a socio-econom ic profile that can be prepared for any Indigenous 
com m unity in A ustralia. It prints as a report of 30 pages. 

Each Indigenous P ortrait is produced as an Excel™  w orkbook by the Indigenous P ortrait P ainter softw are 
program  that operates in Excel™ . The P ortrait P ainter creates a P ortrait by loading C ensus data for a 
chosen place into a P ortrait Tem plate, then updating the text, tables and charts before saving the place’s 

Indigenous P ortrait. 

The Indigenous P ortrait R eport is one sheet of an Excel w orkbook. It can be printed or published 
electronically as a P D F or H TM L for distribution. 

A  sam ple Indigenous P ortrait 2011 in P D F and H TM L form ats is available at w w w .publicpractice.com .au.  

 

Design of the Portrait 
A n Indigenous P ortrait is an Excel w orkbook called “Indigenous P ortrait11 (place).xls” or like. It consists of 
m any sheets: 

��The R eport R eport R eport R eport sheet contains the ready-to-print P ortrait, w ith non-printing drop-dow n m enus beside 
m any topics to alter the com parison group in the charts. 

��The TablesTablesTablesTables sheet contains the data tables that can be printed as an A ppendix to the P ortrait. 

These tables contain the data used in the P ortrait’s report and charts. 

��The S ettingsS ettingsS ettingsS ettings sheet contains general inform ation on the P ortrait, such as the nam e and 
abbreviation of the places. 

��The D ataD ataD ataD ata sheets each hold one set of A B S  C ensus profiles. There are six Indigenous P rofiles (IP ), 
for the tw o areas and three C ensuses, called “IP P xxaA ” w here xx is the C ensus (11, 06 or 01) and 
A  or B  is the area. There are four B asic C om m unity P rofiles (B C P ), for the tw o areas for tw o 

C ensuses, called “B C P xxA ”. 

 

Portrait formats 

P ortraits are produced in Excel™  as a report that can be printed or published electronically as a P D F or 
H TM L for distribution. 

The Excel version has extra pow er for researching a com m unity: 

��M any topics have interactive tables and charts, w hich change w hen you select a sub-group from  a 
drop-dow n m enu (eg pick an age group). 

��Y ou can edit or cut-and-paste text, charts or tables to produce your ow n docum ents. 

��Y ou can trace all inform ation back to the A B S  source table, because the form ula can be seen, to 
see w hat else the data show s, and to check that the form ula suits your needs. 



Portrait Topics  

The Indigenous P ortrait R eport is 30 pages organised into them es and topics. S om e sections give 
perform ance indicators. M ost topics are one page, consisting of text and charts.  

Overview Preface Incomes Individual incomes 

 Snapshot  Household incomes 

 Tracking differences  Income Indicators 

Population Indigenous population & growth  Employment 

 Age profile  Employment Indicators 

 Life Stages Education Current education 

 Population Indicators  Education levels 

 Generations  Education Attendance Indicators 

Households Households and families  Schooling levels 

 Housing Indicators  Education Achievement Indicators 

 Types of housing  Tertiary qualifications 

 Housing costs & tenure  Higher Education Indicators 

 Housing cost Indicators Disability Disability care given 

 Internet @ home  Employment 

Key ‘gap’ indicators 

For m ost them es, key indicators are defined and m easured for the Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
com m unity. There are Individual and H ousehold Indicators. The ‘gap’ betw een their indicators is m easured 
for 2001, 2006 and 2011 to see if it is narrow ing or w idening.  

o The infant difference o The dependency difference 

o The elder difference o The lone person difference 

o The single-parent difference o The fam ily size difference 

o The hom e ow nership gap o The 'unhoused' gap 

o The institutional difference o The m edian incom e gap 

o The household incom e gap o The participation gap 

o The unem ploym ent gap o The em ployed gap 

o The pre-school gap o The teenage education gap 

o The children at school gap o The Y ear 12 gap 

o The average schooling gap o The qualification gap 

o The degree gap o The postgrad gap 

o The disability gap o The carer difference 

Design of Topics 

Topics are designed to be one or tw o pages long, w ith text illustrated by one or tw o graphs. D ata tables 
are in a separate attachm ent. Topics w ill generally consist of these parts: 

��A  First P aragraph, being the core observation on the Topic. 

��S om e paragraphs and bullet-points explaining the A rea’s features in regard to the topic, changes 
since 2006 and 2001, and differences from  the non-Indigenous residents and from  the w ider 
Indigenous com m unity (a com parison area). 

��G raph/s that illustrate the A rea’s Indigenous com m unity features, com pared w ith another group 
(selected interactively in the Excel form at). 

��K ey ‘gap’ indicators and their change over 2001-2006-2011. 

M ost graphs illustrating the P ortrait com pare Indigenous m ale and fem ale proportions w ith another 
com m unity. The graphs are interactive in the Excel version, allow ing the com parison com m unity to be the 
local non-Indigenous, the broader Indigenous, or the past (2001 or 2006) Indigenous, non-Indigenous, or 
broader Indigenous com m unities. 



Data tables in the Portrait Attachment 
The Indigenous P ortrait 2011 com pares data over three C ensuses, so uses m ore colum ns in its tables than 

the 2006 P ortrait, w hich covered only tw o C ensuses.  

In the Indigenous P ortrait 2011, the data tables are located on a separate sheet to the P ortrait report. They 
can be printed as an appendix to the P ortrait. They print best in landscape orientation. 

The num ber of colum ns in tables is essentially restricted by readability. Landscape orientation allow s m ore 
colum ns (~14) than possible in the P ortrait report, w hich is in portrait orientation (10 colum ns).  

M ost tables have a consistent colum n layout: 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Labour force 
status, adults Indig residents of Sample non-Indig in Sample Indigenous in NSW 

Indig change 2006–
2011 

Indig change 
2001–2011  

 number 
gender 

ratio 
% 

adults 
% age 
group Indig. diff 

% age 
group local diff Sample, 2006 NSW Sample, 2006 NSW 

employed 212 = 87% 36% 51% more 34% 53% more 86 up 147% dn 9% 64 up 231% 121% more 

unemployed 12 = 5% 3% 2% more 20% 15% less 29 dn 59% up 122% 30 dn 60% 21% more 

labour force 224 = 92% 80% 12% more 18% 74% more 115 up 95% dn 61% 94 up 138% 142% more 

 

For each row  category (eg em ployed) 

o C olum n 1 show s the num ber of Indigenous residents of the A rea in each row  category 

o C olum n 2 show s the gender ratio am ong Indigenous residents of the A rea 

o C olum n 3 show s the %  of the total Indigenous residents of the A rea 

o C olum n 4 show s the %  of the total non-Indigenous residents of the A rea (or O ther area) 

o C olum n 5 show s the difference (or gap) betw een the %  of Indigenous and non-Indigenous residents of the A rea 

o C olum n 6 show s the %  of the total Indigenous residents of the O ther A rea in the category 

o C olum n 7 show s the difference in the %  of Indigenous in the row  category betw een the tw o A reas 

o C olum n 8 show s the num ber of Indigenous residents of the A rea in each category in 2006 

o C olum n 9 show s the %  change in the num ber of Indigenous residents of the A rea in the category, betw een 2006 and 2011 

o C olum n 10 show s the %  change in the num ber of Indigenous residents of the O ther A rea 

o C olum n 11 show s the num ber of Indigenous residents of the A rea in each row  category in 2001 

o C olum n 12 show s the %  change in the num ber of Indigenous residents of the A rea betw een 2001 and 2011 

o C olum n 13 show s the %  change in the num ber of Indigenous residents of the O ther A rea betw een 2001 and 2011 

 

Coverage 
P ortraits can be prepared for any A rea for w hich the A B S  produces a 2011 C ensus Indigenous P rofile (IP ), 
a set of 17 data tables. IP s are available for all states, regions, Local G overnm ents, and statistical 
localities, and for Indigenous areas and com m unities.  

Every P ortrait com pares a place w ith another, w hich is usually the broader region or state, but w hich could 
be another locality.  

N ote: in com parisons in the P ortrait betw een a place’s Indigenous com m unity and non-Indigenous 

residents, the non-Indigenous residents can be those of the place itself, or (if it has few  non-Indigenous 
residents) of the broader com parison place. 

B ecause the P ortrait uses data from  three C ensuses, preparing P ortraits for areas w hose boundaries have 
changed betw een C ensuses m ay be difficulties. The P ortrait P ainter allow s data files for A B S  areas to be 
added or subtracted to create com posite areas.  



Data sources 
The Indigenous P ortrait is m ainly derived from  the Indigenous P rofile (IP P ), a set of 17 tables from  2011 

C ensus data published by the A ustralian B ureau of S tatistics (A B S ). 

��The IP P  files are sourced from  the A B S  w ebsite as com pressed Excel w orkbooks (.xls). They are 
dow nloaded and uncom pressed, and then their data tables are loaded into the appropriate sheet 
in the P ortrait Tem plate w orkbook. 

��There are few er tables being published in the 2011 IP P  than for the 2006 C ensus, so the 2011 
P ortrait differs from  that offered for 2006. 

��A  list of 2011 IP P  tables is below . These are all used in the P ortrait. 

��The P ortrait w orkbook uses three IP P  files  (2011, 2006, 2001) for tw o areas (the P ortrait area and 
a com parison area). 

��The P ortrait also uses som e tables from  the B asic C om m unity P rofile (B C P ) for the 2011 and 2006 
C ensuses, w here data is needed to m atch an IP P  table. These tables are: 

o P ersonal Incom e  

o N eed for A ssistance  
o U npaid A ssistance to a P erson w ith a D isability 

 

TableTableTableTables in the 2011 A B S  Indigenous P rofiles in the 2011 A B S  Indigenous P rofiles in the 2011 A B S  Indigenous P rofiles in the 2011 A B S  Indigenous P rofile    

I01 Selected Person Characteristics by Indigenous Status by Sex 

I02 Indigenous Status by Sex 

I03 Age by Indigenous Status by Sex 

I04 Selected Medians and Averages by Indigenous Status 

I05 Type of Educational Institution Attending (Full/Part-Time Student Status by Age) by Indigenous Status by Sex 

I06 Highest Year of School Completed by Indigenous Status by Sex 

I07 Personal Income (Total Weekly) by Age by Sex for Indigenous Persons 

I08 Core Activity Need for Assistance by Age by Sex for Indigenous Persons 

I09 Unpaid Assistance to a Person with a Disability by Age by Sex for Indigenous Persons 

I10 Tenure Type and Landlord Type by Dwelling Structure by Indigenous Status of Household 

I11 Number of Persons Usually Resident by Type of Internet Connection by Indigenous Status of Household 

I12 Number of Persons Usually Resident by Household Composition and Family Composition by Indigenous Status of Household 

I13 Number of Persons Usually Resident by Number of Bedrooms by Indigenous Household Status 

I14 Household Income (Total Weekly) by Indigenous Status of Household 

I15 Selected Labour Force, Education and Migration Characteristics by Indigenous Status by Sex 

I16 Non-School Qualification: Level of Education by Indigenous Status by Age by Sex 

I17 Labour Force Status by Age by Sex for Indigenous Persons 

Customisation 
Y ou can custom ise an Indigenous P ortrait by altering the report in the Excel w orkbook, lim ited only by 
your Excel skills and im agination. Y ou can: 

��Edit or delete any text. 
��C hange the colours. 
��A lter Table design (lines, colours, num ber form at) can be altered. 
��C hange fonts can be changed (style and size). 
��A dapt paragraph and page spacing. 
��A lter charts 


